Manskotch Ala El Onf 
Speak out against gender-based violence 
A one-year national campaign to fight violence against women and girls

1. Given the persistence and the multiple and complex forms of violence against women and girls, and the consequent violations of their rights to physical and psychological integrity and non-discrimination, in addition to the multiple obstacles to reporting and to establishing effective remedy and effective access to justice for the victims of gender-based violence;

2.  Given the prevalence of gender-based violence in public spaces and digital spheres and the justifying offending rhetoric that blames victims and exonerate perpetrators based on “cultural and social norms” or “traditions and customs related to an appropriate conduct for women and girls”;

3. Given the double violence that women may experience in seeking redress, either by the perpetrator or their environment, or through the media reporting on gender-based violence, particularly through defamation, damaging personal reputation and slander;

The National Human Rights Council (CNDH) launches Manskotch Ala El Onf (Speak out against gender-based violence), a one-year national campaign, from November 25, 2021 to November 25, 2022, aiming at encouraging victims of gender-based violence to report such crimes and at fighting impunity. 

The CNDH, thereof:

4. Calls for the implementation of the legal and institutional framework, to protect women and girls from the different forms of violence, mainly the duly evidence-gathering procedures and practices and the measures to protect the victims;

5. Highlights the right to access to justice as an entry point to ensure the other rights and calls on the competent authorities to strengthen efforts to ensure smooth and effective access to the right to remedy, for the victims of gender-based violence, regardless of their social and legal status;

6. Recommends to the Government simplifying procedures, removing material obstacles, providing legal aid and legal support during trials and during law enforcement, and implementing the constitutional provisions relating to the fight against all forms of discrimination;

7. Calls for giving special attention to girls, victims of gender-based violence, to safeguard and protect their best interests, and for empowering them to make important decisions in their lives, particularly relating to their health, sexual and reproductive rights, marriage or when experiencing harmful violations or the different forms of violence.
Their best interests shall always prevail; 

8. Stresses the need for a prevention-based approach to protect victims and survivors of violence and effectively handling their cases. It also stresses the need for coordination among different law enforcement agencies to support victims’ effective access to the right to redress;

9. Calls on all stakeholders to contribute to providing a safe and empowering environment to encourage women to report such crimes, mainly respecting their right to privacy and confidentiality in all inquiry, investigation and trail procedures and taking all necessary measures to prevent revenge against women who seek access to justice;

10. Recommends the ratification of the ILO Violence and Harassment Convention No. 190 and Recommendation No. 206, aiming at eliminating violence and harassment and protecting workers and other persons in the world of work. The Council also recommends adhering to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence;

11. Recommends to the judiciary consolidating international human rights principles and standards that Morocco ratified and prioritizing these standards over national laws, as provided for in the Preamble of the Constitution;

[bookmark: _GoBack]12. Stresses the need to strengthen the legal and judicial guarantees to the effective access to the right to remedy, for the survivors of violence, to reparation, and to fighting impunity.
